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o 2 N Ma c EACHERN,
A BZARCH FOR OUR ANCESTORS,

In different coun*ries of the world, there are many people
with the eame gurname,.- dacEZachern. And vet they do not appear
to be related. “cwever tlev probeble sre cdescendants of the
same clan in 3cotland. a clan which;at one time, may have been

very powerful butl backed losing cauaes anc met financial reverses,

Cur branch of the Clan came to Canada about 1811 and settled
along thie Ottawa River. Three men born in Argyllshire married
three MacDonald sisters and em;grated during that troublous
time known as the "Clearances.” From 180% to 1%23% the lairds
were clearing the crofters off the land, burning their small
cottages and turning their smeall fields into sheep pastures.
It 1s r=ported tihat one bedridden old ledy was burned in her

cottage. Iv was indeel trcuvlious times, and it is no wonder
our ancestcrs braved three months in a salling vessel to cross
the broad Allantic Ccean end start anew in a wilderness called

Canada; mostly inhabited by Indians and the French.

Duncun Yac®achern merried Yarlon MacDonald; John McCallum
married Margerei Yaclorsld and Recbert Maclachlan maﬁiied Yary

MacDonald., They are vuried in the Lochaber Bay Cemetyy near
Ottawa. The Commitiee in charge of this cemetry are ighly
complimented cn the neg 3 and tidy appearance of this v@ry old
burial ground, On the tombatenes of each of these o0ld piloneers
it is recorded that ;ﬂey were born in A*gy;lshire. But what
part of Argy.ishire? Taere are thirty nine registry offices
at which thelr bHirthsg cou have been registered. Nor do we
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have the exact date of their births, Would the names given to
thelr settlements in Caneda indicate the part of Argyllshire
from which they came? Such names as Lochaber,Thurso yGlencoe,
Clengarry, Cunberland and R h Land are a few o; the many
Scottish setflements on 'Jc Uttawa River near Lochmuber Bay Geme%ry.

When my : (Tormerly Agnes Jeen MacDonald) and I arrived
in Edinburgh, ¢ Jvt pl.ace we vigited was the Scottish Tourist
Bureau where Vr .Anderson gave us invaluable assistance
and many suggscticng to help us trace our ancestors. When we
were leaving he praesented us a copy of his new book,"Scotland",
a collecticn of meny lovely ﬁnobographs of old Scotia.

Miss Cliver, the at the Central Library in Edinburgh,
traced for us the difercnt migrations from Scotland to other
parts of the worlid. In ‘? “0 .. 1770 the Jacobite refugees migrated
and after the very csevere famine in 1783, many more left their
netlve land,, Then there was more migrstion between 18203 and
1823 (The Clearsnces) on account of the introduction of sheep
raising and the increase in population.
7 i

- Then we visited the Scottish Museum of Antiquities in
Edinburgh and made & valuable discovery, On exhibition there is
an exact replica of an;old Celtic Cross which now stands in the
market place at Cam bn :3&1,5"091¢sh1 e. It is over ten feet
_high and dates aboui, ¥500 ;qDoﬁ about the time Columbus
‘discobered America. in Prp“etauion of the Gaelic inscription
thereon i1g es followe A, "This 1s the cross of 8ir Ivar M'Eachern,
once Rector of Kylrecan, and of Sir Ivar, his son,Rector of
Kilchoman,whs cau 1sed leu Cross to be made This pointed to an
old settlement of MacZacherns at Campbeltown in southern Kintyre
Argyllshire, and we i?:¢1e: to visit there later,
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From Edinburgh we went to Fort William and then along
Loch Ness to Inverness, The Loch Negs monster did not put in
appearance but a lady riding in the bus with my wife, was one
of a party of seven people who saw it in the vicinity of the
old Urquhart Casile, Nor did we locate any MacEacherns in this
area as we seemed to be too far north, However we did secure a
1lst of all the MacEacherns in Western Scotland who had telephones.
This 1ist came in very handy later on.

The VacT%acherns had no separate tartan of their own,
The institution of clan tartans was a later development. Also
tartans were originally district tartans, rather than clan
tartans, Thus the Murray tartan 1s correctly the Athol tartan
and has always been worn by all th& people of Athol., Tt is
never called the Murray tartan in Athol, but always the Athol
tartan, Similarly the correct tartan for the MacEacherns is
the tartan of the MacDonalds of the Isles,Lords of Argyllshire,
the home of the MacWacherns,wherd they had st least five esgtates,

The Mac®acherns and the MacDonalds were closely asgoclated
28 clans occupying territory in the same districts of Scotlend,
namely Kintyre and the Western Isles., The MacDonalds were a '
great clan numerically, but were not one of the "SIOL" clans,
that 1s great stock clans or seed clans, But as Lords of the
Isles they were a powerful clan and had the use of the swords
of other clans in the district including the MacEacherns,
the MacAllisters and the MacInnnes, whose old name was i“acFachern.
But thils clrcumstsncé did not mske these clans septs of the
MacDonalds, There was a YacEachern in the Council of the Lords
of the Tsles in Mull,according to a manuscript written in the
reign of Charles II,

“rom Fort 'William we went to Oban,which is about the
centre of Argyllshire and well served by railway,bus and gteamer,
Here we were treated to Highland hospitality tn the home
of Mr,& Mrs.J,Dunn of Glenroy on Rockfield Road. Also attended
their son, Tans,wedding,- a lovely wedding and a lovely bride,
We visited Tobermory on the Isle of Mull and spent a very
interesting evening at the home of Mr,& Mrs,Nesbit, Mrs,Nesbitt
wae formerly e Miss MacEachern of Islay, There are large and
anclent settlements of “acEecherns on both the Tgles of Mull
and Telay =nd our ancestors could have come from either of
these 1slands. At one time in the village of Conisby on Islay,
the villagers were all MacEacherns and all pipers,- and very
good pipers too,

From Tobermory we went by car and ferry to Iona,-
the Sacred Isle. St.Columba landed &n Iona in 5F3 A,D, and the
exlsting Benedlctine Abbey was founded in 1203 by Reginald
MacDonald of the Isles, Buried in the ancient cemetry are
forty elght Scots kings, four Irish Kings and seven Norwegian
kings, There can be few places throughout Christendom whose
gsoll is so rich in the dust of princes,prelates and ssints,
The Tons Coumunity is a Church of Scotlsnd brotherhood
composed of ministers and laymen founded in 1938 by the very
Reverend Ceorge MacLeod, During the summer mbnths the Community
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hes its headquarters on Iona when the members are engaged
on rebuilding the ruined monastery as their future home.
The work of rebuilding the Abbey 1s also progressing

very well, So may St.Columba's prophecy be fulfilled:

In Iona of my heart,Iona of my love,

Instead of monk's voices shall be lowlng of cattle;
But ere the world come to an end,

Iona shall be as 1t was,

According to that prophecy it may be later than we
think, There is a large settlement of MacEscherns on the Isle
of Mull across the channel from Iona,

At Tobermory we boarded the steamer "Claymore" for
Lochboisdale on South Uist in the Hebrides, We vislted
Vr,Finley MacKenzle,propreitor of the Lochbolsdale Hotel.
Imegine our surprise when we found out that he was formerly
a Sergeat in the Roysl North West Mounted Police and stationed
at MacLeod and other points in Southern Alberga before World
War I. He told us a very interesting story of Nell MacWachern,
a relative of Flora MacDonald, who escaped with Prince Charlile
to France in 1745, 7Tn France the French people had considerable
difficulty in pronouncing the name MacEachern, so Neil MacTachern
changed his name to Fachan MacDonald, He married a French woman
and one of thelr sons became quite famous in Napoleons army
as Marghsll MacDonald,Duke of Tarenton. Then lirg,MacKenzie
brought us two large volumes,- "Recollections of Marshall
MacDonald", After Napoleon's defeat Marshall MacDonald swore
allegiance to the King of France. At Waterloo he offered hls
gervices to the Duke of Wellington and served with dlstinction
in that great battle, After Waterloo the Duke of Wellington
invited Yarshall lMascDonald to visit him in England and the
invitation was accepted, While Marshall MacDonald was the
guest of the Iron Duke he expressed the wish to visilt his
fathers birthplace near Lochboisdale. The British government
put a ship at his disposal and he arrived safely at Lochboisdale.
From the village he walked twelve miles to Howmore, where his
father,Neil MacEachern,had been born, Imagine hls disappointment
when he found that the people could talk Gaelic only,and he,
only French and English. A dead end,so Marshall MacDonald
returned to France.

By this time we were looking at our watch
as the "CLAYMORE" wes scheduled to remain in port only two hours
and my wife had remained on board, We were very pleased indeed
to have the Captain of the "Claymore" arrive to vislt the
MacKenzies for we knew the boat would not leave without the
Captain. WYe wish to thank Mr.,& Mrs,MacKenzle for treating us
so royally on our brief vislt to Lochboisdale.
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Back to Oban and we prepared to move south to Campbeltown,
e were indeed fortunate to accompany ¥r,A,B,YacArthur who was
attending a meeting in Campbeltown that afternoon, Under his
guldance we were able to take meny colored pictures of the
beautiful scenery along the way, We visited Arnicle, Glenn Barr,
the home of the MacArthurs, who are both Bxford grsduates and
have six thousand acres 1n the Glen,vith nineteen hundred sheep,
some cattle and one hundred and sixty acres of cultlivated land,
Glen Barr 1s a lovely glen with a trout stream and at one time
may have been an estate of the MscEacherns, We did not meet
Yrs,YacArthur at thlis time but on our bus trip later, from
Campbel town te Glasgow a lady took the seat in front of us at
Glen Barr stdre end turning around remarked,-2"Are vou Mr,Mac¥a-
chern? Vy mother Met you and told me that Mr.YacTachern had
a wonderful outdoor complexion."( There is an idea for a mystery
story,- identification by complexion.). Vrs,MacTachern end I
entoyed our bus trip to Glesgow very much as Mrs,MacArthur
pointed out to us each point of interest enroute,

At Cempbeltown the first item of interest ,of course,
was the acFachern Cross, a replica of which we had dlscovered
in the Museum of Antiquities at Edinburgh, The Cross had been
moved from the céntre of Yailn street to the lMarket Square near
the Pler., Tt 1s in excellent repelr and probasbly the best
preserved of the o0ld Celtic crosses erected about 1500 A,D,.
The front of the Cross has been defaced in three places, The
story is that during the reformation a stene msson took a hammer
end chisel and chiseled away the crucifix and other images.
Therefor the cross was not destroyed as others were at that
time, "hat 18 the history of the MacFachern Cross? Why was 1t
erected? Ts there an e-cleslastical 1line of MacTacherns?

We “ended our way to the Librery House on Shore St, in
Campbeltovn, where lVr,E,McKiernan gave us invaluable assistance
eand refered us to three books,

The first book was, "The Surnames of Scotland", an
‘merican book,which on pege 429 deals with the surname YacFacharn,
VacFachran, C,YacRach-thigh-~earna, Son of the Horse Lord,

The name goes back to Oir, when 1t appears as Fach-tigern,
"entioned 1s a cross at Kilkerran near Campbeltown,Xintyre,
which was probably erected to Colin Mac¥achern, who was Chief

of the Clan in 1499, On thie Cross is a very interesting Coat

of Arms, There is the galley of the Isles, near the base of the
Cross, and the smell shield with trefoil depending from the
riceing. Thet was the family coat of arms, which the MacTacherns
used but never recorded.

“he secon@ book,"Something about the Campbeltown
Cross," wes written in 1922 by Col.C,MacTaggart,C,<,I.,C.I.F,.
Fe discleims the theory that the Cross was stolen from Iona,
Fe clelms the Vaclacherns were Rectors of Kilkeven, four miles
from Cempbeltown, RBecause of the wording on the YacTachern Cross
"This ¥® the Cross", he contends that 1t 1s a waysidé cross,-
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to warn pilgrims they are nearing the plesce to *hich they ere
making their pilgrimage, He also mentions that sixteen years
after Dunaverty fell, the ninth Tarl of Argyll gave back to
the heirs of the VacTacherns all of their Kintyre estates.

The third bnok wsag "Archeological Sketches in Scotlgnd",-
Kintyre,Chapter %, Campbeltown, by Captain White n.Y..
e describes the private burisl ground of the “acFacherns and
how the Clan Tachern of Killelan Wwes an anclent tribe, Fe then
described the defacing of the Mac¢Tachern Cross, He mentions that
the “acTachern geneolo%y contalns about a dozen names, from father
to son, and 1s hesded "Genelach Clann Ectigearne",

Vr.¥cKiernan then brought us a cardboard box contalning
meny exhibits of the Kintyre Antiquarian Soclety, One of the
members of this Society wsg Archie McEachran,who lived at
¥ilblaen, Southend, The late Archie VieFachran delved very deeply
into the history of Clan YacFachern, All his notes and findings
Were presented to the Kinty -e Antiquarian Society by “r,Robert
XKelley in December 195A. There is considerable correspondence
with American MscTacherns from meny of the States of the Union,
A Clan MacgTachern Soclety has been formed in the United States,

There 1s an Tcclesicstical line of wacTacherns of four
generations;Yvarus ~ Rector of Kilkerrsn in South Kintyre
before 1370,

Hls son -~ Andreas - Rector of Kilkerran in 3outh
Kintyre about 1376,and also
Rector of Kilchoman in Islay
before 1374,

Fis son - Yvarus Filius Andrei,Rector of St,Malruba
in Islay 1437,

Andrew YacTachern,Rector of Kilchomen and Ellenfinan
in Ardnamurchan in North Argyll,
died 1515,

The Skene menuscript in the Advocates Library at Tdinburgh
glves the Eedigree of the "Siol MacWschern" for elghteen generatione
prior to 1434 as follows:

COMI of the Fundred Battles, Scottish
Irish Eing,A, DA77 -~ 210,
Colla NCUIS (4th,"entury),
(ANOTHFR)
ATD-ARAA-RATH
SIOL FACHTRN
ATH
EATGAR
ANDREA
TATGAR
ANGRAMUR
MURDOCH
MAINE (Norse influence)
Nicol (Norse influence)
FINLAY
FTRCHAR
SFTH (Dislab -latter half of 12th.century and
: founder of Killelan family),
CORMAC ‘ :

ACTARTACH
MacRATH
(Continupd "B Navd cwe e )
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GILCHRIST
YacRath (ICIAR - same as Icreit but
maybe TVAIR)
COLIN :
ANDREW (Gillamandriss — servant of
my St,Andrew) Died 143Y4,
Txhibit #338 of the Kintyre Antiquarian Soclety deposited
in the Library Fouse at Campbelton is the most complete research
on Clan MecTachern we found in our travels, Tt ig "THE CLAN
MacEachern" by Arch,McEachran of Kilblaan, Southend, and dsted
March 2€th,,1952, “e give 1t now word for word as written by the
late Arch.Yc¢Tachran:
The Gaelic form of the name is YacEach-
thighearna,- Son of the Horsge Lord, and our clan has always bezn
assoclated with the County of Argyll in the west of Scotland,

to the Mull of Kintyre in the geography of Ptolemy in 140 A,D,
is Epidon Akron, Promotory of the Tpidii, which 1s derxived from
the 014 Rritish word %pos,a horse; the Epidii being the horse
folk inhebiting Kintyre et thet time, The arrival of the Scots
from Irelend caused the 01d British language to be superseded
by Gaelic,- the British P became C or CH; hence Epos ( a horse)
became ¥ch or Tach., On the other hand the clan name may be derived
more directly from the ancestor bearing the pld personal name
Each-th ghearn,- the neme which also appearsfin the old Irish
récordgas far back as &4K A.D,, Although thi's name does not
appear among the eighteen generations given in the manuscript

unable to decipher numb-p flve on the 1list,and this may indeesd
have been the individual whose name wag perpetuated in the ¢lan,

Before 1000 A,D. there Yere no surnames in Scotland as
we know them, “ach individusl hed but a single name, and this
usage led to g multiplicity of quaint old names giving a very
veried and interesting Geelic nomenclature, Some of thesge names
have long since entirely disappeared; some 1ike Dombnall,Eoghan,
etc, have been in uninte~rupted use from the earliest period
of which we have any record, right down to our own time;while
many others, though long obselete a8 Christien names are stil]
preserved in our surnames,

. "he prefixing of Yac, son, to the genetive of the fathers
name or "oO", grandson, to that of the grandfather, geve rige
to a geeat many of our Scottish and Irish surnames, Trsdition of
our own clan,going back to the 12th.century, seem to confirm
that by that time the surname “acFachern hesd been firmly fixed.
The Chief o7 that period,- Toshech Ban YacKachran(Faip haired
Toshash) wag proprietor of Nether Craignish on the western coast
of M1d Argyll, but mede over his estate to his foster son Dugall
Campbell, third son of Campbell of Lochow and travelled south
and founded a new home at Killelan in South Kintyre, which wag
occupled by his descehdants for more than five hundred years,

One i3 entitled to ask,- does the name Toshash (some times
glven as Joshach) fit in with one of the names in the clan
geneology? The writer puts forward his own theorWéhat the name
may be a corruptioﬂgf the neme DISIAB (#11 in the list) but ig
content to leave tHe solution to someone who 1g better qualified
to tackle the problem,
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0f the next genersation in Kintyre very 1little can be
leerned except that geversl of them were churchmen end there
would appesr to be Tour connective generetions of these
beginning with Yvarus who was Rector of Kilkerran;now Campbeltown
about 13%50; his son,Andrew,who succeeded his father as Rector
of Kilkerrsn and elso was Rector of Wilchoman in Islay by 137F;
Yverius filius Andrei,Rector of St.Moloubha in Islay in 1434
end Andrew,presumably 2 son of Yvar who was Rector of Kilchomen
and ¥llinfinan in Ardnamuchan and who died before 1515,
Th= lovely old Celtie, cross which adorns the lower end of main
gtreet in Campbelt n%ommemorates two of these eccleslastics
and 1s considered to be one of the finest of its kind in gll
Scotland.

Concurrently with the foregoing, the successive heads
of the Clan at Kilellan held the office of Mair of South Kintyre
under the Lords of the Isles, and one of them,persumably while
his klnsmen was Rector, mortified the one markland of Glanram-
-skilbeg to the Altar of the Church at Kilkerran.

The early years of the 1lAth.century let in a flood
of 1light on the reccords of Kintyre. By that time the lands of
Jorth and South Kintyre had come directly under the Crown in
the person of Xing James the Fourth, following the forfieture
of the family of the Tsles at the end of the previous century.
The new dispencation seems to have caused no inconvenience to
the local inhebitents and the old office bearers were reinstated
undeér the Crown end retained the freehold of their old lands.
Colin YacRachran of Xilellan was at that time Mair of South
Kintyre and we find that in the rentals of 1505 - 150F that he
had the fRechold of eight marklandm, consisting of Kilellan,

ennygown,Gaotloakan,%llerig and Armascavoch, He also hed rented
he twelve marklands of Achnaglach,Lagnacrag(now Homestone),
Kerrafaur(Cernaf Yaened),and Teirdonyl (now Bullybrennan),
Douglas, Strone and Upper Glendale., Other MacFacherns of this
pariod w-re GillespieEho wes tenant of the 7% marklande
including Nigle,Achequhook(Now Oatfield) eic.. Angus tenant of
43 marklands of Knockriobeg etc,; John tensnt of 5% marklands
of Knock riochmore ete.., John tenent of 1°2% marklands of Kinloch
etc.,. Achern(Tachran) tennant of 2 marklands of Kerramenach
and Miklach and Andrew (The Rector) tenant of 3 Merklands of
Garvalt and Stokadill in North Kintyre. '

T have gibwen the line of Colin's immediate descen-
-dents 1n the genealogicael tree, For a time after 1541 during
the minority of John Roy MacEachern the Mair of South Kintyre
weg held by MecNachtanMior and the lands of Kilellan were for
a few years in the possession of James MecConyll of Duneveg
in Islay. "hen John of Kilellan resigned his office of Mair
in favor of his son Andrew in 1401 it wes recorded of him that
he served the King without defect. The tombstone of Andrew
lies within the low stone walled enclosure in Kilkerran mear
Campbeltown and beers this inscription,- "Here Lyes Andrew
McEachern of Killeland who depairted this mortal lyfe in the first
of Yay the year of God 1A41," The inscription is clearly cut
but has obvlously been more deeply chisled at some intervening
period and the date now reads 1F11,

This slab wes probsbly placed there by his
successor Angus of Kilellan who lost his own 1life gix years _
later in the megsac-e of about 300 defenders of Dunaverty Cestle.
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The garrison hed to surrender to General David Leslie 1fi the
sunmer of 1F47 and every man murdered, The estates of Angus
were forfeited sand were held by the Marquis of Argyll until
restored to his eldest son Colin in 1A59, His second son whose
neme eppears to have been John took up business as a merchant
in Campbeltown, :

Colin's first marriage was to Annabella
deughter of Neil McNeill of Carsboy and had two sons Angus and
Neil snd a deughter Tsabel. His second wife was Flézabeth Chrystie.
The elder son seems to have died before coming of age, Nell
married Margeret Bethune, desughter of Rev,John Bethune, minister
of Baracadale in Skye but had no family. Isabel married Margaeret's
brother, Farquher Bethune and hed six sons and probably some
dsughters, Her eldest son,Angus,sfterwards became Chief of the
Bethunes of Zkye.

When Colin took over Kelellan the family
fortanes seem to have been at a low ebb, and the situation
deterorated as the years went on, The same thing happened
in like circumstances to other smell estates in the district
and before another generation had passed,several of them had
become mortgaged up to the hilt and eventually passed into other
hands, This happened to Kilellan and when Nell dled, some time
before 1745, there was probably little property left to his
name. It is recorded that his brother-in-law Farquher Bethune
found himself a loser rather than a gziner by the succession,

The heilr male of the family of MacEachern
passed on Neil's death to his cousin's son,John MacEachern,
merchent in Cempbeltown who thus became the last recorded
Cnief of the Clan, <he foilowing extracts are from the reglster
of the services of heirs; (1) John MacTachern was served heir
to Grand Uncle Colin Mesc¥schern of Klllelane Helr General on
¥arch 28th,,1745, (?), John acEachern, son of John YacFachern
merchent of Cempbeltown, wss served heir to his cousin Neil
MecTachern,Killelane,~ heir mele general on March 28&th,,1745.

"he arms of the MacFacherns consist of the
Galley of the Igles, from ths mast of which hangs a shibld
bearing & trefoll, The arms of thelr friends the Campbells of
Craignish were similar except that in the latter case the shield
bore the gerone of or and sable of the Campbells,

: Before the tlde of migration set in the X
‘acEacherns had become so numerous in Kintyre that with so much
vital information miseing 1t is practically impossible to indicate
thelr relation to the main family, A great many occupled farms,
others were craftsmen,blacksmiths,carpenters, weavers and tallors,
while many followed the sea, In the lslamd of Islay where there
ie still quite a colony of acEacherns ,the family were,in
olden times sword makers to the Lords of the Isles, I have seen
a photo of one of these swords which 1s still in existence
and the workmanship of which is sald to be second only to that
of Ferrari, '

: The island of Jura also hed some MacEacherns
and descendents still there, go under-the name of lecKechnle,
fhe district of Movern,tno,hed a colony but I believe these have
all left that region,- some gone overseas and one family, well
known throughout the Highlands of Scotlend was that of the late
Rev.Charles MacEachern of Inverness and hls three cler%@an sons,
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¥alcolm YacEechern, the famous bass slnger, was
Australian born, but his forebears were probaply from Vovern,

Some of our clan on ieeving their native district
addbpted the neme Cochrane,believing 1t to be en Anglicized
form of theilr own neme. This 1s incorrect as the name Cochrane
18 derived from the lands of thst name near Palsley 1n Renfre-
_shire, MacKechnie, 00,18 incorrect for MacTachern. Tt 18 an
Anglicized form of lMacTachen, a clan which wes also well known
in Kintyre, and belleved to be a sept of the clan MacLean,
"he student of Xintyre historv msy be faced wlth some difficulty
in dlstinguishing betwsen the VacTachens,and the MacTachrans,
egpecially es 3o many of the old scribes gol the names badly
mixed up. Fowever, i1f he bears in mind that the MacEachens
were located mainly in a smell area along the west coast between
Kilkenzie village snd Glenbarr, he will not go far wrong,

A good meny Kintyre clansmen,MacNells,MacKays and
others took refuge in Northern Ireland during the troublous times
and no doubt some “acTacherns “ent with them, Also the name 18
sometim:s met with in that country as MacGauchrane,The O'Tch-
-thighearns of Zouthern Treland, who now go under the name of
Ahearne, ere obviously of quite different origin fro= the
Argyllshire clan, lust as the MacKays of Kintyre are of different
origin from the MacKays of Sfutherland in the north of Scotland,

Tn this brief skatch the writer hes mainly adhered
to-the current Kintyre sepelling lacTachran, although he hes
to nonfess to & personal preference for the older local form,
VacRacharn. In the island of Islay the form MacTachernseems to
be in genasrel use and the descendents of the "overn branch insist
on spelling their name,Vac®echern, Whatever the spelling the tles
of kinshio transcend it all, "Ye are all Jock Tamson's bairns."
The writer gends his warmest greetings to all who may read
thege notes, Tw:nty-sixth ¥arch 1952. :

Arch McFachran,

A1l the clan is deeply indebted to the late
Arch,¥e7echren for e11 the information he secured about our
clan, May he rest in peace.

' We met Mr,Duncan Colville of

Kilgour,Machrihanish which about five miles from B8ampbeltown,
Mr,Colville is a member of“the Kintyre Antiquarian Soclety and
was a close friend of the late Archie McEachran. Yr.Colville
very kindly took us on a trip to Southend and return, through
country inhabited by MacEacherns for hundreds of years, Kilellan
is a large stately old house with greenhouses and lovely well
sheltered grounds, There are palm trees eight inches in dliameter
growing on thege grounds which is very unusual for Scotland
or ®ngland either, From the front steps there 1s a lovely view
of the glen to the south, We took a few colored sllides of Kilellan
and vicinity and wish we could have stayed longer to investigate
1ts bulldings and gardene, On the road further south there 1s
a World War I memorial with seversl names of MacEacherns who
made the supreme sacrifice while serving with the Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders.

"2 then visited Wr.& 'rs.John Brown at
Aucharne Cottage near Southend, Mrs,Brown 1s a remarkable old
ledy and formerly a Viss llacTachern, e rapped at the door of
her bonnie wee stone cottage and introduced ourselves as,-
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"acEachern from Alberte,Canada, and I'm trying to trace my
ancestors." Mrs,Brown looked us over carefully and seid,"You
look like the YacFEscherns, Come on in," Yrsg,Brown told us
sbout msny families of Mac¥acherns who emigrated to New
Rrunswick and Novae Scotia but she did not know of sny that
settled in the Ottewas Valley, .

We then visited the ruins of
Dunaverty Castle, This o0ld castle was beseilged by John Blgsell
of Antrim in the interest of Henry III of Fngland in 1250,
Thirteen years later 1t was unsuccessfully defended by Alexander
IIT egeinst King Faco of Norwey who had assembled his ships
off the nearby 1sland of Sanda in his attempt to conquer
Scotland, The castle was again attacked by the English in 130€f
when they were in pursult of Robert the Bruce. It,or another
great house, wes burned down in 1558 on the orders of Yary
Tudor of ¥ngland, In 1f47 1t was destroyed by the Covenanters
when all the three hundred occupants were massacred, including
three “WacFachefns whose remains are buried under .a stone memorial
in a nearby field. ‘

Mr.,B80lville then took us to Southend

and the Kiel Churchyard Cemet:ry where Archie McEachern and
many early residents of the district sre buried. Nearby in g
rock 1sg the imprint of two feet, reputed to be the spot where
St.Columbes once stood, e drove past the ilmmense smugglers caves
and through the broard glens bsck to Cempbeltown, -Tt is no
wonder these lovely broad glens appealed to the Norsenmen,

Mr.Colvilles has three ferms near Machrihanish and
had severel complaints from one of his tenants shout a large
rock in e field which was interfering with his plowing. So lest
fall Mr.Colville decided to investigete 2nd armed with a polnted
iron rod he commandeered the services of the farmer 2nd hls sons,
Ry Jabbing his iron rod down in the earth he was able to define
the outline of the rock about eighteen inches below the surfaceq.
They dug 2long the gide and found the rock wes flat and only
four to six inches thick with 2 cavity underneath, The earth on
top wes removed and the stone tipped up reveeling sn ancient
skeleton in s ston# coffin *ith vegsels of food and bronze %
implements. The Unilversity of ¥dinburgh was notified and two
treined Archeologists took over, They state this men wes buried
in the Bronze Age about 3,500 years ego and they expect to make
e full deteiled report this fell, Three other similar graves
were found in the same fleld. We wonder if they are some of the
ancestors of €lan MacFechern? ? ?

Yr,Colville knew Bouth Kintyre
very well. e are greatly indebted to him for the grand tour
of what was formerly the estates of the YacEKacherns for so many
hundreds of years, Our only regret 18 that we could not remsain
longer in thils area for we ere sure Vr,Colville could have given
us many more interesting detalls about our ancestors.

: ext dey we took the bus to Glasgow passing through Tarbert
where the Norse commander had his men drag his ship with him
on board across an isthmus of over a mile of dAry land and mske
his escape back to Norwgg. Then through Inverary where the Duke
of Argyll resides in his castle which vou can go through fer 2/F,
"ie then trwvelled along a Loch where several new submarines were
belng tested and slong the bonnie Banks of Loch Lomond to the
grimy old industrial City of Glasgow, =5
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Our seerch for our ancestors wss mogt interesting,
Yheregver we went and made our objective known, the Scottisgh
pPeople were most kind and co-operstive, The gecond day of ;
our vigit to Scotland, in Edinburgh,my wife remarked, "Wy thege
people are friendly, Tt is Just like home." And so it proved
throughout the rest of oup vislt to Scotland,"Just 1ike home, "
And were we not visiting the very o1d home of the "acTacherng?

"hen ve gtarted our search,our Scottish friends here
in Canade warned usg that they used to hang people 1n Scotland
in the 0ld days for sheep 8tealing, To easé the conscience of

8éarch we did not find the name of a single solitary YacTachern
who weg hanged for sheep stealing or for ény other causge,

They were killed trying to keep out invaders, thev also were
k1lled 1in two orid Wars and massacred for defending what they
thought was g Just cause,-~ but never hanged for sheep stealing,

Fare 1n Cansds e have many public spirited Cansdiane
with the swurname YacTachern, Mr,Ronald A.MacFachern ig the Fditor
of The Finencial Post,- Ceneda's Nationsl Yeekly of Rusiness,
Tnvestment and Public Affairs, Mr, Steve MscEachern hag for many
years been Coumissioner of the City of Saskatoon,Saak..
“r,Stanley D.MacTachern of Winnipeg,¥an, 1s General Manager of
Ploneer Grain Co.Ltd., ¥any MacFacherns have been prominent
¥inisters of the Gospel end occupled “he pulpits of our larger
churches throuzhout Canada,- so, the ecclesiastical line of
’2c%acherns is still continuing,

Tn Alberts we have the laze Dr.I.W.T.McEachern,
a well known and pioncer Tdmonton surgeon and member of the
- Cancer Resesrch Society and g distant cousin of our branch of
the clen. Also the lete Dr.Mac®achern of Calgary who became very
well known for his cancer research and in whose memory the
MacEechern Fospital on the University of Alberta campus isg
nemed, Yes,- he died of cancer, Also Dr,J,.M,MacTachern for
mMany years lecturer in Philosophy st the University of Alberts
and now rettred, Another MacFachern of Class '15 gt the University
of Alberta graduated in the trenches in France in World Wer I
vith a D,S,0,and bar,- the only Canadian Lieutenant in Worid
War I or “World Wap II to win a D.S,0,and bar, and also mentioned
in despatches three tines,

‘he sixth generation of our part of the clan
ere now growing up in this great new nation,Canada, Duncan
MacEachern,"01d ¥an MacTachern", as he vas known on the Ottawa
Rlver,as mentioned before married ¥Marion YacDonald and emigrated
to Canzda about 1811, They both died in 1&€F and are buried
in Locheber Bay Cemetry near Masgon on the Quebec side of the
Ottawg River,They had three sons,~John, Archie and Alex, snd
geversl deughters, e regret we do not have a 1list of the
descendents of Archie,Alex or the deughters, John MaceFachern
had three sons, ~John,Duncan and Donald and three daughters, -
Christie,a»ion ang Tlizabeth, John had one son Gordon and four
d=ughters, Donald d1d not have any chilldren,Duncen had three sons, -~
Yorman A.,3tenley Duncan,and John Andrew and one desuchter.
Yarion Mae (¥ra R1iimd.-
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"orman Angus hss two sons, ormen Doneld snd Kenneth
Lorne, ftanley Duncan has one daughter,larvie (Mre,.Xennedy),
‘arion Mae hes one son Duncan and one daughter, ‘argaret Jeen
(*'rs,Price). John Andrew hess three sons,~ Allan Ross,Norman Roger
and John Stsnley and one dauchter Patricia Anne.

Normen Doneld hss one son,Richard Angus, and one
daughter,”ary Lesslie, Xenneth Lorne hag three sons,~ John
Kenneth,Ponald Scott and Norman Andrew, XMapvie (rs,Kennedy)
hes two sons,- Bruce Richard and Grant Robert., Duncan Blundell
hes two sons,-"alcolm Stuart and Peter Kim and one daughter
Xathryn Mae, (One set of twins,the prolific Blundells).
"argeret- Jeen (Vrs,Price) has one son,Robert William and
two daughters,- "endy "ae 2nd Linda Alice, To daste none of
John Andrews children ere married,

Any one with the neme lazcTachern need not be g
ashamed of their ancestors. True they supported losing causes
with their lives., True they met with financial reverses and
1ost thelr estztes in Scotland. But there 1s also that sncient
Teclesiesstical Line, Throughout the ages the VacTacherng have
endeavored to worship God in ginceréty and in truth and in
public gervice serve their fellowman, And in what other way
can any human being live a moré useful,profitable 1ife %

Norman A.llacEachern,
“etaskiwin,Alberta, Canada,
July 1st.,1959,



